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' Katherine Arden

clear of puddles. This was Anne, duchess regnant of Brittany,

her hair caught back in a diadem and pearl-studded crespine,

though she wore no other jewels. They had all been sold to pay

her garrisons.

She did not know that a French envoy had come to the castle.

Indeed, she was o(pecting a messenger from quite another dir-

ection, and that expectation lit an already animated face. She

and her maids-of-honor were playrng a garne of riddles as they

walked.
"I am in all things and through all things," declaimed the

prosiest among them. "I am in candles and lamps and water
and dice. I am the word of God; I am the blessing of mankind.

I am-"
"Divination," answered four brisk voices. All of Anne's

maids-of-honor were clever.

Another of them began a different riddle: "Three pears hang,

three monl<s pass, each takes one, yet two remain, how-"
Jean de Rieux had been named Anne's guardian by her

father while the latter lay breathing blood on his deathbed, and

now he watched the riddle-game with an indulgent, anxious

face. He was of far too sober a mind to make up riddles. He

said,low, "Highness, have you seen the diviner this day? What
news?"

"Of my messenger? None yet," murmured Anne, leaning

on his arm to dodge another puddle. Rain filled the air; she

breathed it in. "I shall ask when I have dry feet. But knowing

where he is will not bring him here the faster."

De Rieux shook his head. "I have warned you against over-

confidence, my daughter. This-your-arrangement-" He

stumbled on the right word, so great was the secrecy, though
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' Katheine Arden

passed beneath the barbican and crossed the courtyard. The

rain was falling faster. Isabeau had been dignified all through

church, and Anne saw her trylng to be stately again now,

though she made a small, irrepressible skip beforeshe caught

herself.

Anne said, "Isabeau, if you cannot sit still this forenoon, let

you put on a good cloak and run about the garden." If Breton

children were kept indoors when it rained, they'd never go

outside. -Orly be sure and bring me a posy when you relurn."
Isabeau lit up. "Will you come with me and pick the flowers?"
"I will not." The mist showed every sign of thickening,

enough to lay sparkling droplets on her violet bodice. "I am

going to sit by a nice fire, embroider my altar-doth, entertain

deputations, and gossip furiously." She gave her sister an inno-

cent look. "You may come in if you like and hem,a kerchief."

Isabeau shuddered and slipped away at once, turning back

to wave, trailed by her exasperated governess and a tutor with
a dripping nose.

It was only after Ame, srniling, had watched her sister go

that she noticed something amiss in the courtyard.

A string of unfamiliar horses was being led to stabling; an

unfamiliar equerry stood by the horse-troughs. A loud blend

of strange voices echoed in the guardhouse. Who had come?

A glimpse of banner or shield, tabard or surcoat, mrght tell her,

but rain hovered still, cold and close, blurring the world like

a painter's fingertips. Whoever had come, it could not be her

messenger. Her messenger was .idirg alone, in secret.

She and Jean de Rieux exchanged wary glances as they

passed into the castle proper.

Her bastard half-brother, Henri, Baron of Avaugour, met
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Katherine Arden

her chamberlain, catlike and wary and intensely loyal. They all

drifted unobtrusively nearer, while her maids-of-honor raised

a chorus of chatter to mask their conversation.
"La Tr6moille is here with a grand escort and messages

from the French court," said Henri, low. "He has had word via

diviner and rode from the gdrrison at Saint-Aubin-du-Cormier.

I think he is come to insist upon the French marriage with no

further delay."

Arure went very still. Her mind instantly darted back to the

day of her coronation. She had been too young and red-eyed,

her father newly buried.
'1willnot marry the king of France," she had told De Rieux.

She knew----everyone knew-that if she were to wed the king
of France, there wouldbe no more Brittany. Only France, from
the Rhine to the stormy sea. "I promised my father."

"What choice do you have?" De Rieux had rejoined, with
some justice. Her father had lost a war over this very ques-

tion, and died in the aftermath. Brittany was a fair green jewel

rich with the wealth of the sea, and France was ten times its

size arrd coveted it. Brittany was also Anne's bridal portion,

and would go to her husband when she married. Of course

France wanted her.

"I will make myself new choices," she had said then.

And she had. She was sure of it. Her secret messenger from
Flanders was carrying Brittany's salvation even now sewn up

hidden in his saddle-skirt.
"They must have found out," whispered De Rieux.

Anne's mindwas racing. She said, "Perhaps. Orperhaps not.

He would have brought soldiers if he knew, and he has only
his escort, hasn t he?"
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' Katherine Arden

kept wanting to go sideways in her vision, to remind her of
the stabs of light that roared from besieging cannon. The first
time she had seen La Tr6moille was from the walI of that
very castle. He had been directing the French army that was

methodically layihg siege to their battlements. Her father had

pointed out the three blue eagles of his standard, noted the

bombards being drawn into position to fire.

That day was years gone, but the cold fear of it still d*g
to her.

Henri said, "You should know that my hats are the envy of
the court."

"Now."

He went off, muttering something incredulous about how
their easy-tempered father could have sired such a baby tyrant.

Anne smiled as she watched him go, but her smile faded when

she met De Rieux's worried eyes.

Four years ago, Guillaume de J, *urn.*e, lieutenant-general

of France, had been the architect of the conquest of Brit-
tany, and in his firm opinion, the war had stopped too soon.

The Bretons had been defeated, roundly, at Saint-Aubin-du-

Cormier, but France ought not to have heard their suit for
peace after the battle. They should not have relented, in the
face of Duke Francis's death. They ought to have driven on,

reduced the chAteau at Nantes, taken Rennes, packed off the
girls, the ducal heirs, to be wards of the crown of France, and

set a loyal man-himseld for preference-in the seat of the

duke of Brittany.

That was the way wars were won.
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Katheine Arden

powerful. Even after Charles's coronation, she kept a knowing
hand on the'reins of state. She shared entirely La Tr6moille's

views on the danger of leaving Brittany half-conquercd. You

will go to Nantes and set this mmriage in motion. You willfrighten

thunif youtrutst.

With these injunctions echoing in his mind, very grand in
a new doublet, Guillaume de La T[6moille went to wait upon

the duchess of Brittany, prepared to terrify her and her council

if they proved in the least resistant to this imminent and neces-

sary French marriage.'

A repast was laid out already on long boards in the duch-

ess's garderobe. She did not receive all her court here; this was

a meal for her intimates. She got smartly to her feet when he

made his bow and greeted him with touching shyness.

La Tr6moille's heart sank at the sight of the food: all sug-

ared fruits and marchpane. A meal for a spoiled child. At least

she was pretty. Perhaps Charles of France, also something of a
fool, wouldlike her. They couldbe fools together andleave the

business of governing to others.

Breathlessly, the duchess encouraged him to try the delica-

cies, and when he had choked some of them down, she asked

timidly, "Monseigneur, have you messages for me?"

La Tr6moille shoved the last of the sweets away. "Madame,

I am come on behalf of the crown of France, which greatly

desires to setde with all dispatch the allia116g between Charles

the king and his beloved subject Anne of Brittany. I am empow-

ered to do all that is required to facilitate this longed-for union."
*Oh," 

she said, looking tentatively down the table, as though
expecting someone to chide her. "I suppose-it's only-I
fear . . ." She trailed ofl biting her lips.
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Katherine Arden

than mere rumor, that Broc6liande was one of the last, best

places for men to hunt unicorns.

A unicorn was the noblest and rarest prey in Christendom.

The fire-drakes, if ever they had lived, had not been seen in
living memory and one could not hunt sea-drakes. Sea-drakes

hunted men. At least, that's what seamen said when their ships

did not come back. But now and again, one heard credible tales

of a unicorn. Like his master the king, La Tr6moille loved to

hunt. 'A unicorn, you say?"

The duchess threw a diffident glance at her brother. '.We had

a message from Tr6cesson. A lymerer with his dog, seeking

stags for his master, came upon the beast in Broc6liande. Four

days ago-or was it five? I thought-I mean, we thought-that
perhaps we should try to hunt it. While I am-" She stumbled

over the words, going modestly pink.

La T[6moi11e knew what she was trying to say. To hunt a

unicorn required two things. The first was a virgin of high

birth and unimpeachable virtue, for bait. And the other was a

hunt so extravagant that the rnerc dazzle of it would tempt the

vain beast near.

What better bait for a unicorn than this beautiful, high-born

fool? And what nobler quarry for a man than a unicorn? La

Tr6moille hesitated, remembering his orders. Then he said, "It

wouldbe a fine thing to hunt a unicorn."
In a hectoring voice, Henri of Avaugour answered, drink-

ing his wine, "Then why do we speak of marriage? Even the

breath of coming unchastity might ruin all-it is said that uni-

corns know these things, Monseigneur."

The duchess was blushing even more furiously, biting
her lips.
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